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Maine Department of Labor 
Bureau of Labor Standards MEFACE 0303 
Farmer Crushed Between the Bucket/Lift Arm and 
the Chassis of a Bucket Loader 
The Incident 
On April 30, 2003, a 26 year-old farmer was crushed between 
the bucket/lift arm and the chassis of a bucket loader. He was 
working alone unloading bales of hay. There were no witnesses 
to the incident. A worker found the victim at about 8.00 p.m. 
and the bucket loader engine was still running. 
Regulations and Standards 
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
addresses agricultural safety in 29 CFR Part 1928 -
Occupational Safety and Health Standards for Agriculture. 
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Note: OSHA's enforcement jurisdiction is limited to farms with 
I 1 or more employees, except where farms have temporary 
labor camps. 
Fatality Data 
Since 1992, the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics has recorded 
983 cases of work-related fatalities due to a variety of loader 
type equipment. About 20%, or 201, of these fatalities occurred 
in agriculture. Table 1 shows the number of fatalities associated 
with the various types of loaders. 
Acknowledgement: This Maine FACE case was com-
pleted with assistance from the Minnesota, Kentucky, 
and New York FACE Programs. 
Table 1: Fatalities by Loader Types 
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• Loaders should be examined to ensure that all moving compo-
nents are properly guarded; if better shielding is needed, an 
authorized equipment dealer should be contacted to determine if 
safety modifications can be engineered or made available . 
• Operators should ensure that all guards, including side screens, 
are properly secured before loader-type equipment are placed in 
operation. The side screens are specifically intended to prevent the 
type of injury sustained by the victim in this incident. 
• Use seat belts whenever operating loader type equipment. Seat 
belts are designed and installed to keep the operator within the safe 
confines of the vehicle during both normal operation and in cases 
of accidents (e.g., rollover). The use of seat belts is impo1tant due 
to the inherent hazard of pinch points associated with the movement 
of the lift arms and bucket. 
• When possible, operators of heavy equipment should not work 
alone. In emergencies, immediate notification of emergency medical 
personnel could make a crucial difference in preventing a fatality. 
• Loaders should always be shut off and their buckets lowered 
before boarding, exiting, or performing maintenance repairs. 
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SafetyWorks!, a program of the Maine Department of Labor, provides free training and consultations 
on workplace safety and health issues such as the one described inside. For more information, call toll-
free 1-877-SAFE-345. 
Maine FACE Program 
The Maine FACE pilot program is a state funded program using research methodology from the 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health FACE program. The goal of the FACE program is 
to prevent occupational fatalities across the nation by identifying and investigating work situations at 
high risk for injury and then formulating and disseminating prevention strategies to those who can 
intervene in the workplace. 
The Maine Department of Labor provides equal opportunity in employment and programs. Auxiliary 
aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 
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